Hello, my dear American students,[image: image1.jpg]



About three weeks ago（Apr.21th of 2003）,we（Taiwan teachers） received your gifts. Mr. Birdd has a special feeling toward the gifts. Why? The reason is that more than two years ago, I sent E-mail to your teacher, Ms. Tina. I told her “Hello! My name is Jinzong Shiu. I am from Taiwan.” And we didn’t know each other at that time. 

Two years went by. Now your teacher, Ms. Tina, is not only my friend but also my sister [though I am male ：) ]. Owing to this f    riendship, I was happy when I received your letters. I also felt friendly though I didn’t meet you before! Besides, I am also proud of myself, because in our country, my English is worse in the group of young teachers of elementary schools. But I am so honored to be your teacher, it’s a rare experience! (smile)

I like your letters very much, because I can get the answers to my questions. And it’s useful for me. Thank you VERY MUCH! Owing to the factors of time and language, I prepare to express our welcome by “presents” instead of writing in reply.

The presents include the scanning pictures of your original letters, the pictures of Mr. Birdd with your letters, the pictures of the translated words in Chinese and in English of your letters, the voice of Mr. Birdd reading the original letters and the performance of our children's ballads or beautiful songs by your Taiwan teachers and classmates.

Hope the presents can bring surprise to you. For example, when you hear Mr. Birdd reading your letters, please don’t laugh only. Maybe you’ll find pronunciation is important!

I hope I can write in reply to at least 3 students each week. If it’s not your turn, please be patient with me and wait a moment. Don’ t forget you still have 4 teachers except Mr. Birdd. They are Ms. Ko (Beimin Ko, who translated this letter and your letters.), Mr. Huang (Shanchin Huang, who guide the animal research.), Ms. Chen (Ginger Chen, who thought of sending the greeting cards of Chinese New Year for you. …She suggested that we write the sentence “As the New Year begins, let us also start anew.” on the cards. ) and Ms. Tina of Taiwan (Ms. Wu, who look like your teacher!)

Wish you healthy and make great progress on your studies!

Your Taiwan teacher Mr. Birdd and Taiwan teachers 2003.05.14

P.S. Do you feel that my English is getting better? Is it the result of my hard studying? (smile…) No, this is because this letter is written by Ms. Ko.
